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DEcIsION

I have decided to approve the above detailed activities. These actions fall into a category of
actions (timber stand and or wildlife habitat improvement activities which do not include the use
of herbicides or do not require more than one mile of low standard road construction, Category
6; Section 31.2 in FSH 1909.15) which the Chief of the Forest Service has determined will not
have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment.

I find that there are no extraordinary circumstances that would warrant further analysis and
documentation in an EA or EIS. I took into account resource conditions identified in agency
procedures that should be considered in determining whether extraordinary circumstances might
exist:

e Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive
species —. Forest Service sensitive species: No impact: Ozark chinquapin, may impact
individuals, but not likely to cause a trend to federal listing or loss of viability: Diana
fritillary. (Biological Evaluation, project file). The project “may affect, likely to
adversely affect” the Northern Long-eared bat; however, there are no effects beyond
those previously disclosed in the programmatic biological opinion dated January 25,
2018. (Project specific Fish and Wildlife Service letter signed December 31, 2019)

e Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds — there are no floodplains or
jurisdictional wetlands within the project area and none will be impacted by project
activities; there are no municipal watersheds in the project area

e Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national
recreation areas — none are present within the project area; none will be affected.

e Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas — none are present within the
project area; none will be affected.

e Research natural areas — none are present within the project area; none will be affected.

e American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites — There would be no
extraordinary circumstances related to these resources because they are not present in the
project area. This is based on site specific cultural resource surveys conducted on the
analysis area, preparation of a Cultural Resources Report, and consultation on the
proposed project with the Arkansas State Historic Preservation Officer.

e Archaeological sites or historic properties or areas — The actions will avoid any sites
listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and will not
cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural or historic resources. This is
based on site specific cultural resource surveys conducted on the analysis area,
preparation of a Heritage Resources categorical exclusion checklist signed December, 17,
2019.
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USDA

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To
file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at http:/iwww.ascr.usda.gov/complaint filing cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or lefter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov .
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